
Cleveland Township Planning Commission 

Cleveland Township Hall, Leelanau County, Michigan 

Regular Minutes, September 1, 2021 

1. Call to Order: Chair Manikas called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM 

Roll Call: Chair Dean Manikas, Vice Chair Kim Hayes (Zoom), Secretary Paul Stowe, Board Rep 

Todd Nowak, and Commissioner Travis Stein. 

 

2. Consideration of the Agenda:  Accepted as presented. 

 

3. Granicus Presentation: Bruce McCaskill of Host Compliance a part of Granicus. 

a. Information taken on active rentals across 65 platforms 

1.  102 unique rentals 

2.  Average nightly rate $240 

3.  Partial home (11%) vs. entire home (89% 

4.  Single family (76%) vs. Multi-family (23%) 

5.  37 % increase year-over-year in listings 

6.  16% increase year-over-year in single rental units 

7.  Top four rental site companies: 

1. AirBnB 

2. Expedia (Home Away and VRBO) 

3. Trip Advisor 

4. Booking.com 

b.  Policies vary from company to company, with the majority deferring to the owner of 

the property to resolve issues relating to complaints about the renters. 

c. Bruce will provide the slide presentation and additional information including: 

1.  Survey questions from customer success teams. 

2. Additional information from 2018 & 2019. 

d. The information provided in the presentation can be shared with the public. 

 

4. Public Comment: None 

 

5. Pronouncement of any Conflict of Interest:  None declared 

 

6. Consideration of August 4, 2021 Regular Planning Commission Minutes:  Members reviewed 

the minutes and approved as amended. MOTION BY STOWE AND SECOND BY STEIN TO 

ACCEPT THE MINUTES AS AMENDED. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

7. Report by Chair:   



a. Chair Manikas confirmed with Tim Stein that survey will be developed by the Cleveland 

Township Planning Commission and the rate of pay for Secretary Stowe and Recording 

Secretary Stevenson will be $25.00/hour. 

 

8. Reports and Correspondence by Members:  

a. Secretary Stowe – Confirmed that Secretary Stowe and Recording Secretary Stevenson 

will be paid $25.00/hour for survey building.  Also, hours will be tracked and turned into 

Chair Manikas for submission for payment. 

b. Vice Chair Hayes – Vice Chair Hayes has completed the Citizen Planner Course. She has 

some resources to compile and share with the Planning Commission and will share 

those between now and the next meeting. 

 

9. Report by Zoning Administrator: 

a.  Three Land Use Permits issued in August – residential garage, residential additions, 

residential addition. 

b. Received complaint regarding a camper parked at 5660 S. Townline Rd., Cedar. Issued a 

violation notice requiring the camper be removed within 30 days. 

c. Advised numerous realtors and property owners regarding zoning ordinance. 

d. Visited four permitted building sites. 

e. Updated Land Use Permit application so it was more user friendly. Made it more clear 

that decks and porches have to comply with setbacks and that properties need to be 

dark sky compliant. 

f. Camper violation at 1364 E. Maple Wing Dr. has been corrected, the camper has been 

removed. 

 

10. Continuing Business:  

a. Master Plan Environment, Objective 2, Action Step 1, Water Shed Protection 

1.  Recommendations from Leelanau County Planning: 

1. Page 10 of 58, the two large paragraphs are moot points. 

2. Is the ordinance an overlay? Not an overlay, the ordinance is in effect 

anywhere that water is present on property. The ordinance is not 

limited to specific bodies of water; it is inclusive of all water in Cleveland 

Township. 

3. Why is there an intent section under hardened seawalls when the next 

section says they are prohibited? Remove the intent section and just 

state that hardened seawalls are prohibited. 

4. Section 2a under lot coverage, why is the ordinance more restrictive for 

residential? Only the business district will be excluded from the 

ordinance, all others must comply. If there is an issue it can be brought 

to the ZBA. 

5. Remove Overlay from Approvals #4. 



2. MOTION BY STIEN AND SECOND BY NOWAK TO SEND SECTION 4.27 

WATERSHED PROTECTION ORDINANCE ON TO THE BOARD. Motion passed 5-

0. 

  

b. Master Plan Review, community survey construction 

1.  Starting a new survey questions from scratch. First question set will be about 

short-term rentals. Will include question information as needed for the 

residents.  

1. Should short-term rentals be allowed? 

2. What zoning districts should they be allowed in? 

3. What type of short-term rentals should be allowed? (list from Granicus) 

a. Owner occupied/host on sight 

b. Single unit vs. multi-unit 

4. Should there be fees to have/license a short-term rental?  

a. Fee structure (up to board) 

b. Owner occupied (different structure) 

5. Township managed or a management company? 

2. Secretary Stowe will start a question document to share and email to everyone, 

suggestions can be added to the document for the October 6, 2021 meeting. 

 

11. New Business: Master Plan Agriculture, Objective 1, Action Step 2 – Vice Chair Hayes will 

continue to work on Agritourism Ordinance and will present at October 6, 2021 meeting. 

 

12. Public Comment:  None 

 

13. MOTION TO ADJOURN BY NOWAK AND SECOND BY STOWE. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

14. Adjournment at 8:32 PM. 


